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Mary H. Wilder, Division of Health Interview Si!BtiStiCS 
SUMMARY 
Included in this report are data on the total 
number and annual rates per person for disability 
days experienced by the civilian, noninstitutional 
population for data year 1968. Disability days in­
cluded are restricted-activity days, beddays, and 
school-loss days. A day of restricted activity is 
defined as a day on which a person reduced his 
normal activities for the entire day because of 
illness or injury. Bed days, school-loss days, 
and work-loss days are included in the totalnum­
ber of restricted-activity days. Demographic 
characteristics used to describe the persons with 
disability days are age, sex, place of residence, 
geographic region, family income, usual activity, 
and color. 
Previous reports of data from the Health In­
terview Survey on disability days are published 
for July 1961-June 1962, July 1963-June 1964, and 
July 1965-June 1966 (vital and Health Statistics, 
SerieslO, Numbers 4,24, and 47). 
The following statements generally summa­
rize the data contained in this report: 
1. 	 Approximately 3.0 billion days of re­
stricted activity were reported by the 
civilian, noninstitutional population in­
terviewed in the Health Interview Survey 
in 1968. This represented an average of 
15.3 days per person per year. About 1.2 
billion days, or an average of 6.3 days 
per person, were spent in bed because of 
illness or injury. School-age children, 
6-16 years old, lost 219 million days 
from school for health reasons. This was 
an average of 4.9 days per child. 








The rates of restricted activity and bed 
disability were higher in the female 
population than in the male. 
Persons living on a farm in nonmetro­
politan areas averaged fewer days of 
disability than did those living in other 
residential areas. 
Population groups in the South and West 
Regions had more bed days per person 
during the year than did persons residing 
in other regions. The West population 
also averaged more days of restricted 
activity than did persons inother regions. 
Rates of disability days were inversely 
related to income. As the family income 
increased, the number of disability days 
per person per year decreased. 
The usually working population had lower 
disability-day rates than did persons in 
other usual activity groups, whereas the 
retired population contributed heavily to 
the overall disability rates. 
White persons averaged fewer days of 
restricted activity and bed disability than 
did all others. 
SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS 
OF DATA 
Information about the short-term disabling 
effects of illness or injury was obtained from 
household interviews in the Health Interview Sur­
vey of the National Center for Health Statistics. 
These household interviews were conducted in 
a probability sample of the civilian, noninsti­
tutional population of the United States. The 
sample was so designed that interviews were 
conducted each week in a representative sample 
1 
of the Nation’s households by trained personnel 
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. During the 52 
weeks in 1968 the cumulative weekly samples 
included about 42,000 households containing about 
134,000 persons living at the time of the interview. 
Data in this report for calendar year 1968 
were obtained from a split sample. From January 
to June 1968 one-half of the sample was inter-
viewed using the “condition approach” and the 
other half was interviewed using the “person ap­
proach.” Beginning in July 1968 the person ap­
proach was used for the entire sample. (For de-
tails of the split-sample methodology, see ap­
pendix III, Series 10, No. 52.) Since variations in 
the estimates from the two versions of the ques­
tionnaire were found to be within the limits of 
sampling error, the data from the two approaches 
were combined to produce the estimates shownin 
this report. 
A description of the statistical design of the 
survey, the methods of estimation, and general 
qualifications of the data obtained from surveys 
are presented in appendix I. Since estimates shown 
.in this report are based on a sample of the popu­
lation rather than on the entire population, 
they are subject to sampling error. Therefore 
particular attention should be directed to the 
appendix I section entitled “Reliability of Esti­
mates.” While the sampling errors for most of 
the esdmates are of relatively low magnitude, 
where an estimated number or the numerator or 
the denominator of a rate or percentage is small, 
the sampling error may be high. 
Certain terms are defined in appendix II. 
Many of these terms have specialized meanings 
for the purpose of the survey; therefore the 
reader is advised to familiarize himself with 
these definitions. 
The questionnaire used during the 1968 data 
year is illustrated in “Current Estimates’* (Vital 
and Health Statistics, Series 10, Number 60). 
The questions used to obtain the number of 
disability days may also be found in appendix 
III of this report. Bed days and school-loss days 
involved no’addidonal computation for estimating 
the. number per person. However, restricted-ac­
tivity days were calculated by summing beddays, 
work or school-loss days which were not consid­
ered to be bed ‘days ,l and any other days when a 
person cut down his usual activity for asmuch as 
a day. This differs somewhat from methods used 
for the previous reports on disability days (Series 
10, Numbers 4, 24, and 47), when disability days 
were derived from the summation of all disability 
days associated with specific conditions. In the 
earlier reports overlapping days, i.e., disability 
days due to more than one condition, were counted 
only once, so there were no duplicate disability 
days in the estimates. 
Disability days resulting from work loss, 
although used in calculating the number of re­
stricted-activity days, are not discussed in this 
report, However, data in terms of work-loss 
days for the currently employed will be shown in 
Series 10, Number 71, which will be published 
soon. 
Annual estimates of disability days were de-
rived from the responses to the questions shown 
in appendix III by appropriate weighting of the 
2-week estimates. (See appendix I for information 
on the estimating methods.) The procedure of 
conducting the household interviews continuously 
in successive weekly probability samples elim­
inated seasonal bias from these data. 
Tables 21-24 present the basic estimates of 
the U.S. population on which the data for dis­
ability are based. 
DISABILITY DAYS 
sex, Age, and Place of Residence 
According to data collected in 1968 by the 
Bureau of the Census for the Health Interview 
Survey, 3.0 billion days of restricted activity, 
were experienced by the total civilian, non-
institutional population of the United States (table 
1). This represented an average of 15.3 days per 
person during the survey year (table 2). A day 
of restricted activity is defined as a day on which 
a person reduced his normal activities for the 
entire day as a result of illness or injury, A re­
stricted-acdvity day may also be a day of bed 
disability if the person spent all or most of the 
day in bed because of illness or injury. Also, a 
day of restricted acdvity may represent time 
lost from school or work. Absence from school 
for a person aged 6-16 years is considered a 
day lost from school since the school-age popu­
ladon is restricted to these ages for the pur­
pose of this survey. Work-loss days, although 
included in the total number of restricted-ac-
------- 
tivity days, are not discussed separately in this 
report, A little less than half of the days on 
which usual activity was restricted were reported 
as being bed disabling. Approximately 1.2 billion 
days were reported as bed-disability days, which 
was an average of 6.3 days per year (tables 3-4). 
Children 6-16’years of age missed 219 million 
school days, or 4.9 days per child, for health re­
lated reasons (table 5). 
Females averaged more disability days per 
person than did males (figure 1). On the average, 
the rates of disability among females exceeded 
those for males by 2.0 days of restricted ac­
tivity, 1.2 days of bed disability, and 0.5 days of 
school loss as a result of illness or injuries 
suffered during the year. 
Although person days of disability increased 
with advancing age for both sexes, two age groups 
were largely responsible for the difference in the 
.average number of restricted-activity days be-
tween sexes (figure 2). Females of child-bearing 
age, 15-44 years, averaged more restricted-ac­
tivity days than did males. Females over 74 
years of age also restricted activity for health 
reasons more than did males in the same age 




FigureSI. Number of restricted-activity, bed-dis­
$iieiy, and school-106s days per person per year, 
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Figure 2. Number of restricted-activity and bed dis­
ability days per person per year, by sex and age. 
ability produces essentially the same pattern. 
However, the sex ratio’ of the difference was 
greater in the age group 15-44 years for bed-
disability rates than it was for restricted-ac­
tivity rates. Ratios of age specific disability-
day rates experienced by females to the compa­

















75 years and over 136.0 128.2 
1The age specific rate for femalis divided by the age 
specific rate for males. 
3 
Generally, the above ratios show that fe- Table A. Days of disability per person 
males reported more bed disability than males per year, by place of residence, type
offor all age groups except the 65-74 age group, 1968
disability, and-sex: United States, where there was little difference. Higher rates 
of restricted-activity days for females were -Place of residencelimited to the two age categories mentioned 
previously (i.e., 15-44 years of age and 75 years Type of,di;;bility T Outside SMSAand over). 
Data for all demographic variables shown SMSA 
in this report have been age-sex adjusted to the 
total civilian, noninstitutional population. The 
adjustment was necessary because of the dif­
fering age-sex composition of each population Restricted Days of disability 
group discussed and also to compensate for the activity per person per year 
influence of age and sex on the disability-day 
status. Both sexes--- 15.3 I 15.6 1 13.5 
Persons residing in metropolitan areas and i=
those residing outside metropolitan areas but not 
Male--------------- 14.1 15.0 12.4
considered farm residents experienced approxi- Fe~le------------- 16.5 16.1 14.7 

mately the same number of restricted-activity 

days per person (table A). Persons in these two 

places of residence also averaged about the same Bed disability 

number of bed days. However, children aged6-16 Both sexes--- 6.4 6.2 5.3 





Male---------------The farm population averaged fewer days of Fe~le------------­
restricted activity than did other residents. Age-
sex adjustment of the restricted-activity day rate 
by residence reduced the rates for thefarmpopu- School loss 
lation even more (table B). This differs from the 
prior trend for restricted-activity day rates by Both sexes--­
place of residence (Series 10, Numbers 4, 24, 
and 47). Earlier data show the highest rate for Male--------------­
the farm population. The farm population also Fe~le------------- ;:5I 2:; I 3 5:1 8 
had fewer bed-disability days per person than 
did the other two residential groups. Age-sex 
adjustment for these rates produced little change. Region than in other regions, the least number 
However, the number of school-loss days per year of days per person being for people living in the 
for farm children was about the same as that for North Central Region (tables 6-7). This is consist-
other children living in nonmetropolitan areas. ent with acute conditjon data presented for July 
The sex differential in which the females ex- 1967-June 1968 in Series 10, Number 54. The 
perienced more disability days per person gen- persons in the West Region had the highest in­
erally exists in each of the residence classifi- cidence rate of acute conditions and the highest 
cations for every type of disability day shown in rate of restricted-acrivity days due to acute 
this report. conditions, whereas the population in the North 
Central Region had the lowest. 
Geographic Region, Sex, and Age The average number of bed days per person 
was approximately the same for people with 
More days of restricted activity per person residence in the South and West Regions (tables 




Table B. Unadjusted and age-sex adjusted 
rates per person per year of restricted 
activity and bed disability,by place of 
residence: United States, 1968 
Place of residence 
Type of disability
(unadjusted and Outside SMSA 
adjusted) SMSA 
Restricted Days of disability
activity per person per year 
Unadjusted------i-- 15.3 15.6 13.5 
Age-sex adjusted 15.4 15.4 12.8 
Bed disability 
Unadjusted--------- 5.3 
Age-sex adjusted’ 2:“; 5.1 
‘Adjusted to the age distribution of 
the civilian, noninstitutional population
of the United States, 1968. 
bed for illness or injury was recorded by persons 
in the North Central Region. This pattern is 
consistent with bed-disability rates resulting 
from acute conditions by regional classification. 
Children 6-16 years of age living in the South 
and North Central Regions had a lower average 
reported number of school-loss days than did 
children in the other two regions (table 10). 
The sex differential discussed previously 
exists by region for all types of disability rates 
shown in this report. The females generally 
averaged more restricted-activity days, m&e 
bed days, and more school-loss days in all 
regions than did the males (table C). Adjustment 
of the restricted-activity and bed-disability rates 
by age and sex for any difference in the population 
structure by region for those two demographic 
characteristics produced no substantial changes 
in the rates by region (table D). 
Family Income, Sex, and Age 
The rates of restricted-activity days were 
inversely related to family income (tables 11- 12). 
As the annual income of the family increased, 
the average number of days per person on which 
normal activity was restricted for health reasons 
decreased. The income of a family is defined as 
the combined income of all related persons living 
in a household. Although bed disability generally 
followed a pattern similar to that of the relation-
ship of restricted activity to family income, the 
decrease in rate in the higher income categories 
was less distinctive (tables 13-14). The pattern of 
average time lost from school for children 6-16 
years of age was not as consistent as that of 
disability days for others although children in 
the lowest family income group, less than$3,000, 
had the highest rate of school loss, while the 
lowest rate was that for children in the highest 
income category (tables 15 and E). 
The age composition of each family income 
group explains part of the inverse relationship 
between the rates of disability days and the 
amount of family income. Older persons, a popu­
lation group with high rates of disability due to 
chronic conditions, are concentrated in the lower 
income groups. However, data in this report show 
that persons in the lowest income group generally 
had higher rates of disability regardless of age. 
This seems to indicate that factors other than age 
contribute to increased disability in persons of 
low socioeonomic status. 
Age-sex adjustment for the number of days 
of restricted activity and disability per person 
per year by income group is shown in table F. 
The effect of income on the rates of disability 
days is still evident, although the differences 
diminish with this adjustment. 
Usual Activity, Sex, and Age 
Usual activity, or that activity a person 
considered he was doing the most during the 
past 12 months, was affected by forced restric­
tion of activity because of illness or injury. 
The questions used in collecting data on usual 
activity in 1968 are shown in figure 3. Usual 
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Table C. Days of disability per person per year, by geographic region, type of disa­
bility, and sex: United States, 1968 
Geographic region 
Type of disability and sex 
Northeast 1 c:::::> j South~ /,, 
Restricted activity Days of disability per person per year 
Both sexes ----------_---------------- 15.0 13.9 15.7 17.5 







Both sexes ---------_----------------- 6.2 5.7 6.7 6.7 
Male --_--_-_--_____-----___________________ 
Female ---_--_---_-__----_------------------ 8 56’;. 6.1 7.4 6.1 7.2 
School, loss 
Both sexes ---------_--------__------- 5.4 4.6 4.7 5.4 
Male ----__-__----_--__-____________________ 4.1
Female -------_--_-__----__----------------- 5.2 
Table D. Unadjusted and age-sex adjusted rates per person per year of restricted 
activity and bed disability, by geographic region: United States, 1968 
Geographic region 
Type of disability.
(unadjusted and adjusted) NorthNortheast Central South West 
Restricted activity Days of disability per person per year 
Unadjusted -------_--_----_-_--_____________ 15.0 17.5




Age-sex adjusted1 _-----_--_-__-------______ 25 f:i 

'Adjusted to the age distribution of the civilian, noninstitutional populat%on of
the United States, 1968. 
6 
------------ 
Table E. Days of disability per person per year, by family income, type of disability,
and sex: United States, 1968 
Family income 
Type of disability and sex 
L;$&an $3,000- $S,OOO- $7,000- $10,000- $15,000 
, $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more 
Restricted activity Days of disability per person per year 
I 
29.8 17.8 13.7 12.6 11.6 10.7 
18.9 12.8 12.1 10.3 10.0 
% . 16.9 14.5 13.1 12.9 11.4 
Both hexes------------ 11.5 7.3 5.8 5.4 4.7 4.9 
Male------------------------ 11.0
Fe~le-----~---------------- 11.8 Z 2; ::5” $; . 
school loss 
4.7 5.0 4.7 4.4 
4.244’5 55’: 5.2. . 
Table F. 	 Unadjusted and age-sex adjusted rates per person per year of restricted 




(unadjusted and adjusted) Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- $lO,OOO- $15,000
$3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 or more 
Restricted activity 
I 
Days of disability per person per year 
~adjusted------------------- 29.8 17.8 13.7 12.6 11.6 io.7 
Age-sex adjusted10----------- 25.4 17.5 14.3 13.9 12.8 11.0 
Bed disability 
~adjusted------i------------ 11.5 7.3 5.8 4.7 
Age-sex adjusted 10.2 7.1 6.1 56’: 5.3 z!.. 
lAdjuated to the a e distribution of the civilian, noninstitutional population of 









Days of restricted activity 
per person per year 
------------------- 
13:4 11.1 
17g.Wh.t *IIS doins MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS (For malcnh working or doing something *Ire? 17. t 7, Horkinr (22, 
(For femalenl: keeping house. working or doing ;;d 
AEea If “somethins else.” ask: something else? 1 a Krrpinr hov*c (21) 
b. Whet was doing? 
17 + 
If 451 years and was not “working.” I’keeping house” or “p.oing to school.” ask: 
3 --J R.llrcd PI, 
C, Is retired? 
-+,-___ 3_c__-____--_--_--__---------------------------- I(-
l.WE ,?I *I l,““, ,.y, 
Agea 
180. What was doing MOST OF THE PAST 12 MONTHS - going to school or doing something else? 5 .y I * .*.m*.,hm~ r,** (11, 
, h-16 If “something else,” ask: 6 yfi-lh .“w,h!“g r,.r (2,)
I b.Whot W(II doing? 
Figure 3. Questionnaire items related to usual activity and recording form. 
activity is defined in terms of what the respondent Persons of 45 years and over who considered 
was doing most in the 12 months preceding the themselves retired and no longer working, keeping 
interview, “Working” or “doing something else” house, or going to school are included in the 
was included in the questions for males 17 years “retired” group whether ox not the retirement 
and over. An additional probe, “keeping house,” was for health reasons. Persons 17 years and 
was asked of females in the same age group. over whose usual activity was attending school 
Table G. Days of disability per person per year, by sex and usual activity: United 
States, 1968 
BothUsual activity sexes Male Female 
All activities _-c--_-"_-----_-_-----------------
Preschool (under 6 years) -_--“__-_-------_---___c_____ 

School age (6-16 years)1 ------------c-----------------

Usually working (17 years and over)

Usually keeping house (17 ears and over)-------------

Retired (45 years and over P --_-_-“-------_----“---“

Other activity (17 years and over)2-------------------

Days of bed disability 
per person per year 
All activities -------L--_-------_--------------- 6.3 5.7 6.9 
Preschool (under 6 years) _----------------------------

School age (6-16 years)1 ---c-------------------------- 2: $4 3:;

Usually working (17 years and over) 4:9 . .

Usually keeping house (17 ears and over)------------- .,.

Retired (45 years and over ‘; --_-_--c”-_-------_--------

Other activity (17 years and over)s------------------- :*  5 5 g:; . 

‘Persons aged 17 years and over who are going to school are included with “other 
activity.” 
21ncludes unknown activity. 
8 
are included in the “other activity” group in this 
report. Children 6-16 years of age are included 
in the “school age” group whether or not they 
were going to school. 
Disability-day data by age, sex, and usual 
activity are shown in tables 16-17. The group 
experiencing the largest number of days per 
person of both restricted activity and bed dis­
ability were persons who considered themselves 
retired (table G). The high rate of short-term 
disability by age for these persons indicates 
that retirement often occurs for health reasons 
between ages 45 and 64. The large group of per-
sons who retire at 65 years andolderfor reasons 
of age tend to enjoy better health, The addition of 
persons with fewer disability days per person in 
the age group 65-74 reduced the disability-day 
rates not only for this specific population group 
but also for all retirees, 
Those experiencing the second highest rate 
of disability days ‘here persons 17 years and 
over in the “other activity” group. The rates, for 
this segment of the population are not very mean­
ingful because of the varied composition of this 
so -
- All males 
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Figure b. Number of restricted-activity and bed-dis­
ability days per male per year for all males and 
usually working males, by age. 
50-
- All females 
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'Figure 5. Number of restricted-activity days per fe­
male per year, by selected usual activity and age, 
group. The inclusion of persons 17 years and 
older who were attending school accounts for the 
very low rate of disability among those 17-24 
years of age, while the very high rates among 
those aged 45-74 years are due to the inclusion 
of persons who have never been able to work or 
who are reluctant to report retirement. 
Fewer days of restricted activity and bed 
disability were experienced on a person basis 
by the working male population than were ex­
perienced by the total male population (figure 4). 
This indicates that working males represent a 
population group that is not likely to have dis­
ability days because of restrictions of a job. 
This characteristic is also descriptive of the 
working female population (figures S-6). The 
working female continues to have fewer disability 
days in later life than her counterpart keeping 
house, as indicated by the lower disability-day 
rates for the females who usually work in com­
parison to the rates for those keeping house. 
Retired females averaged more restricted-
activity days during the year than did males 
--Tfigure 7). Females 45-64 years of age and the 
group 75 years and over contributed largely to 
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Figure 6. Number of bed-disability days per female 
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Figure 7. Number of restricted-activity days per re-
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Figure 8. 	 Number of bed-disability days per retired 
person per year, by sex and age. 
person were also experienced by retired females 
(figure 8). However, the group largely respon­
sible for the difference in the average number of 
days were women 75 years and over. Males in 
this age group averaged only 16.1 days of bed 
disability, approximately one-third as many as 
the females (44.8 days). This difference may be 
due to a difference in classification of elderly 
males and females by usual activity. Older fe­
males who are still active tend to report their 
usual activity as keeping house, which results 
in the retired category of females becoming a 
residual group of ill and disabled women. The 
retired group of men, on the other hand, in­
cludes both active and inactive elderly people, 
Color, Sex, and Age 
Generally the white population had fewer of 
all types of disability days per person than did 
all other groups (tables 18-20). The average 
number of restricted-activity days for the white 
population was 15.1 days per person per year 
compared with 17.2 days per person per year 
IO 
Table H. Days of disability per person 
per year, by color, type of disability,
and sex: United States, 1968 
I I 
Type oinii;Ekility 1 White 1All other 
Days of 
disability per
Restricted activity person per year 
Both sexes---- 15.1 17.2 
Male ----w-----B----- 14.1
Female-------------- 16.0 E*67. 
Bed disability 
I I 
Both sexes---- 6.2 7.5 
Male ---m--m--a---s--
Female-------------- 2:; it:: 
School loss 
Both sexes---- 4.9 5.2 
Male---------------- 4.6 
Female----..--------- 5.7 
for other persons (table H). The white population 
averaged 6.2 bed days and 4.9 school-loss days 
compared with 7.5 bed days and 5.2 school-loss 
days for the other group. 
White children under 15 years of age aver-
aged more restricted-activity days than did 
all other children, but both groups had approxi­
mately the same number of bed-disability days 
per person annually. However, at age 15 andover 
000 
Table J. Unadjusted and age-sex adjusted
rates per person per year of restricted 
activity and bed disability, by color:
United States, 1968 
Days of
Restricted activity disability per 
person per year 
Unadjusted---------- 15.1 17.2




'Adjusted to the age distribution of 
the civilian, noninstitutional population
of the United States, 1968. 
the rates of these disability days were higher for 
others than for white persons. 
The composition of the all other population 
when compared with the white population is 
generally one of younger ages. Age-sex adjust­
ment of the disability-day rates essentially 
created a hypothetical older population for all 
others which increased the average number of 
restricted-activity and bed days on a person 
basis (table J). This adjustment emphasizes the 
effect of economic status on the rates of re­
stricted activity since the median income of the 
other racial group is somewhat below that of 
the white population. Age-sex adjustment of the 
bed-disability rates also increased the rate for 
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Table 1. Days of restricted activity, by place of residence, sex, aqd age: United 
States, 1968 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications,
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix Ia 
Place of residence 
Sex and age 
res%nces // ‘*‘* b 
Both sexes Days of restricted activity in thousands 
2,996,059 1,924,626 940,807 130,627 
Under 5 years -“--_I--__-_---_--________ 201,259 138,513 57,202 5,544 
5-14 years --.---l---“--l-----c--------- 395,874 '268,314 109,853 17,706 
15-24 years --1-1.---1------------------ 330,577 220,453 99,722 10,401 
25-44 years ---e------------------------ 591,838 406,753 167,407 17,678 
45-64 years -----.--------------------I- 833,932 530,702 259,375 43,855 
65-74 years -----I---------------------- 353,553 208,081 129,465 16,007 
75 years and over---------------------- 289,026 151,809 117,782 19,435 
Male 
1,347,155 848,713 437,108 61,335 
Under 5 years ---I----~---------------- 103,244 71,395 29,617 2,233 
5-14 years -11_1-__-_______-__---------- 204,454 138,025 56,826 9,603 
15-24 years -__--__-__-_-___-___-------- 142,548 92,237 46,232 4,079 
25-44 years --1--_--1-___-1__-__________ 245,058 164,120 73,702 7,236 
45-64 years ------------------------I----- 394,920 245,765 123,273 25,882 
65-74 years L-I------------------------- 159,226 89,588 63,716 5,922 
75 years and over---.----l---ll-------- 97,705 47,582 43,742 6,381 
Female 
All ages------------------------- 1,648,904 1,075,913 503,699 69,292 
Under 5 years -I------------------------ 98,015 67,118 27,585 3',311 
5-14 years -I---I----------------------- 191,420 130,289 53,027 8,103 
15-24 years ----------------I----------- 188,028 128,216 53,490 6,322 
25-44 years --1_1-_---__-___-__-________ 346,780 242,633 93,705 10,442 
45-64 years "I-----I-------------------- 439,012 284,938 136,102 17,973 
65-74 years ------111-------.----------- l-94,327 118,493 65,749 10,085 





Table 2. Days of restricted activity per person per year, by place of residence, sex,
and age: Un%LtedStates, 1968 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design,general quslificirtions,
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms.are given in appendix 14 
--
Place of residence 
Sex and age Outside SMSA 
All 
residences SMSA/F 
Both sexes Days of restricted activity per person per year 
All ages------------------------ 15.3 15.3 15.6 13,s 
Under 5 years------------------------- 10.8 11.5 9.8 7.9 
5-14 years 9.7 10.4 8.5 80 
15-24 years 10.5 11.0 10.1 6.9 
25-44 years---------------------------. 12.9 13.3 12.4 9.7 
45-64 years--------------------------- 20.8 20.5 21.7 18.4 
65-74 years----------- __--____ --_----- 30.7 29.3 34.1 25.1 
75 years and over--------------------- 42.4 38.0 49.1 45.7 
Male 
All ages------------------------ 14.3 14.1 15.0 12.4 
Under 5 years------------------------- 10.9 11.6 10.0 6.0 
5-14 years---------------------------- 9.8 10.6 8.6 8.3 
15-24 years--------------------------- .9. 7 10.0 9.8 5.1 
25-44 years---------------------- _____ 11.1 11.2 11.4 8.3 
45-64 years --_------------------------ 20.6 19.9 22.0 2l.. 1 
65-74 years 31.2 29.6 36.7 17.4 
75 years and over--------------------- 35.0 30.0 42.9 33.8 
Female 
A11 ages------------------------ 16.3 16.5 16.1 14.7 
Under 5 years----~-----.--------------- 10.8 11.4 9.6 10.3 
5-14 years -----_---------------------- 9.5 10.2 8.3 7.7 
15-24 years--------------------------- 11.3 11.9 LO.3 9. '3 
25-44 years------------- -_-__w_m ______ 14.5 15.2 13.4 11.~1 
45-64 years--------------------- ______ 20.9 21.1 21.5 15.15 
65-74 years ----------I---------------- 30.3 29.1 32.0 33.;3 
75 years and over--------------------- 47.6 43.3 53.7 55..3 
----------------------- 
--------------------------- 
Table 3. Days of bed disability, by place of residence, sex, and age: United States, 1968 
[Data are bnsnd on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design,general qualikations, 
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given’in appendix Ii) 
Place of residence 
Sex and age 
Both sexes Days of bed disability in thousands 
All ages 1,233,240 806,912 375,252 51,076 
Under 5 years-------------------- _____ 89,646 60,160 26,738 2,748 
5-14 years---------------------------- 178,009 121,407 46,995 9,607 
15-24 years 147,954 99,986 42,862 5,106 
25-44 years -_--_-----_---------------- 245,008 173,085 66,413 5,510 
45-64 years--------------------------- 306,694 195,634 97,801 13,259 
65-71.) years--------------------------- 136,llC 83,700 46,693 5,717 
75 years and over--------------------- 129,820 72,939 47,751 9,130 
Male 
All ages------------------------ 533,071 336,417 175,369 21,285 





















75 years and over---------------------

89,490 60,134 24,340 5,016 
57,309 37,075 18,247 1,987 
98,288 67,230 29,451 1,607 
136,051 84,452 43,633 7,965 
61,343 33,859 26,619 * 
45,567 23,514 19,728 2,325 
700,168 470,494 199,883 29,791 
44,622 30,006 13,387 * 
88,518 61,273 22,655 4,590 
'90,645 62,911 24,615 3,119 
146,720 105,855 36,961 3,903 
170,644 111,182 54,168 5,294 
74,766 49,842 20,074 4,851 
84,253 49,425 28,023 6,805 
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Table 4. Days of bed disability per person per year, by place of residence, sex, and 
age: United States, 1968 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The surveydesign,eeneral qualifications,
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix Ifl 
Place of residence 
Sex and age 
Isq=p$g 
Both sexes Days of bed disability per person per year 
All ages --_________--__-__________ 6.3 6.4 6.2 5.3 
- ~ 
Under 5 years -------_-_-________________ 4.8 5.0 4.6 3.9 
5-14 years -____-_____________----------- 4.3 4.7 3.6 4u4 
15-24 years ------_-_----__--_-_--------- 4.7 5.0 4.3 3.4 
25-44 years ---------_--_---------------- 5.3 5.6 4.9 3.0 
45-64 years --___-_--_--_----_-__________ 7.6 7.6 8.2 5,6 
65-74 years -_________-__________________ 11.8 11.8 12.3 8.9 
75 years and over----------------------- 19.0 18.3 19.9 21,5 
Male 
All ages --_--__-__-_____-_-------- 5.7 5.6 6.0 4,3 
Under 5 years -__--------_---_---_------- 4.7 4.9 4.5 4.1 
5-14 years------------------------------ 4.3 4.6 3.7 4,3 
15-24 years----------------------------- 3.9 4.0 3.9 2.5 
25-44 years ---------_-_--_-_------------ 4.5 4.6 4.6 1,8 
45-64 years -----_-------_------u_______ 7.1 6.9 7.8 6,5 
65-74 years ----------------------------- 12.0 11.2 15.3 * 
75 years and over----------------------- 16.3 14.8 19.4 12,3 
Female 
All ages -__--._-_---_---___________ 6.9 7.2 6.4 6,3 
Under 5 years -_--_-_--_------_---------- 4.9 5.1 4.6 * 
5-14 years -----_---c__I______-__________ 4.4 4.8 3.6 4.4 
15-24 years ------_---------------------- 5.4 5.9 4.7 4,4 
25-44 years -_-_--___-_-_--_-_----------- 6.1 6.6 5.3 4.1 
45-64 years -----------------------I------- 8.1 8.2 8.6 4.6 
65-74 years --_____-_-__-___-____________ 11.6 12.3 9.8 16.3 
75 years and over----------------------- 20.9 20.5 20.3 28.8 
-------- 
Table 5. Days lost from school and days lost from.school per school-age child per year, 
by place of residence and sex: United States, 1968 
[Data ar P based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design,gen era1 qualifications, 
are information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix Id 
Place of residence 
Sex of child 
All 
residences SMSA & 
Days lost from school in thousands 
Both sexes 6-16 years----------- 219,229 1 149,987 1 58,082 1 1;;;; 
Male --------------------_--___-_ ----_- 106,454 72,452 28,891
Female-------------------------- ______ 112,775 /I 77,535 29,192 
Days lost from school per school-age child 
per year 
Both sexes 6-16 years----------- 4.9 1 5.4 4.1 4.4 
Male ----_-------I----___------ 4.7 






Table 6. Days of restricted activity, by geographic region, sex, and age: United 
States, 1968 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, 
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix Ii) 
AllSex and age regions South West 
Both sexes Days of restricted activity in thousands 
All ages--------------------- 2,996,059 722,216 762,304 944,266 
Under 5 years---------------------- 201,259 57,898 44,408 59,112 
5-14 years------------------------- 395,874 95,980 103,297 113,088 
15 -24 years __-__----------___-_____ 330,577 78,303 79,346 100,142 
25 44 years _____---__----_-________ 591,838 134,189 143,407 189,766 
45-64 years _--__-_-------___------- 833,932 198,014 220,513 268,404 
65-74 years------------------------ 353,553 88,069 92,154 117,265 
75 years and over------------------ 289,026 69,763 79,177 96,490 
Male 
All ages--------------------- 1,347,155 323,290 332,434 425,171 
Under 5 years---------------------- 103,244 30,386 21,388 31,993 
5-14 years------------------------- 204,454 48,426 48,932 60,662 
15-24 years------------------------ 142,548 31,823 32,453 43,740 
25-44 years------------------------ 245,058 56,254 56,415 77,543 
45-64 years __-_---_-------_____---- 394,920 93,330 104,032 125,137 
65-74 years------------------------ 159,226 38,730 43,601 50,715 
75 years and over------------------ 97,705 24,342 25,613 35,381 
Female 











15-24 years------------------------ 188,028 46,480 46,894 56,402 
252+4 years------------------------ 346,780 77,935 86,992 112,223 
45-64 years------------------------ 439,012 104,684 116,481 143,267 
65-74 years------------------------ 194,327 49,339 48,554 66,549 



























Table 7, Days of restricted 	 activity per person per year, by geographic region,.sex,
and age: United States, 1968 
@a am basedon householdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, 
are information on the reliabiiity of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix Id 
AllSex and age regions Northeast C~$$~l south West 
Both sexes Days of restricted acttvity per person per year 
All ages--------------------- 15.3 15.7 17.5 
Under 5 years---------------------, 10.8 13.0 8.5 10.1 13.1 
5-14 years----------- v-u--e-_..T___ 9.7 10.2 8.8 8.8 12.0 
15-24 years------------------------ 10.5 10.9 9.1 9.9 13.6 
25-44 years------------------------ 12.9 11.7 11.3 13.7 15.8 
45-64 years------------------- _____ 20.8 18.4 19.8 22.7 22.8 
65..74 years------------------------ 30.7 27.7 28.3 33.8 34.9 
75 years and over------------------ 42.4 40.6 37.8 49.5 41.4 
Male 
All ages--------------------- 14.3 14.1 12.5 14.7 17.1 
Under 5 years---------------------- 10.9 13.3 8.1 10.6 12.9 
5-14 years------------------------- 9.8 10.1 8.4 9.1 13.1 
15-24 years-----------~------~~--_ 9.7 9.6 7.9 9.0 14.1 
25-44 years------------------------ 11.1 10.2 9.1 11.8 14.7 
&j&!+ years------------------------ 20.6 18.4 19.4 22.6 22.7 
65-74 years------------------------ 31.2 28.5 29.6 32.9 35.6 
75 years and over------------------ 35.0 34.5 29.5 44.7 28.9 
Female 
All ages--------------------- .6.3 15.2 16.7 18.0 
Under 5 years---------------------- 8.9 9.6 13.3 
5-14 years------------------------- 9.5 10.3 9.3 8.4 10.8 
15-24 years------------------------ 11.3 12.0 10.2 10.6 13.2 
25-44 years------------------------ 14.5 13.0 13.4 15.3 16.8 
45-64 years------------------------ 20.9 18.4 20.1 22.8 22.9 
65-74 years------ e--w---.. - w-s_ m-v 30.3 27.0 27.1 34.4 34.3 
75 years and over------------------ 47.6 44.9 43.6 52.8 50.0 
19 
Table 8. Days of bed disability,by geographicregion, sex, and age: United States,1968 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications,
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of-terms are given in appendix Ifl 
I 
AllSex and age regions Northeast C!$$Eil south West 
Both sexes Days of bed disability in thousands 
1,233,240 296,816 314,827 405,217 216,379 
Under 5 years--------------------- 89,646 19,920 22,936 29,127 17,662 
5-14 years------------------------ 178,009 42,798 46,727 50,383 38,100 
15-24 years----------------------- 147,954 34,228 38,123 46,166 29,436 
25-44 years----------------------- 245,008 53,869 60,897 84,957 45,285 
45-64 years----------------------- 306,694 71,676 80,990 103,972 50,057 
65-74 years----------------------- 136,110 42,399 31,485 44,271 17,955 
75 years ana over----------------- 129,820 31,926 33,668 46,341 17,884 
Male 
All ages--------------"----- 533,071 129,567 131,700 176,285 95,519 
Under 5 years--------------------- 45,024 10,756 l.1,972 14,532 7,764 
5-14 years------------------------ 89,490 20,928 21,144 27,088 20,330 
15-24 years----------------------- 57,309 13,275 13,046 18,174 12,813 
25&$ years----------------------- 98,288 21,455 22,259 35,318 19,256 
45-64 years----------------------- 136,051 33,659 36,525 44,188 21,678 
65-74 years----------------------- 61,343 19,635 14,862 19,645 7,202 
75 years and over----------------- 45,567 9,858 11,893 17,340 6,475 
Female 
Al1 ages-----.-------------- 700,168 167,250 183,127 228,932 120,860 
Under 5 years---------------------- 44,622 9,164 10,965 14,596 9,898 
5-14 years------------------------ 88,518 21,870 25,583 23,295 17,770 
15-24 years----------------------- 90,645 20,953 25,077 27,992 16,623 
25-44 years----------------------- 146,720 32,414 38,639 49,639 26,029 
45-64 yearsc3,c--------c---------- 170,644 38,017 44,465 59,783 28,379 
65-74 years-------------.--------- 74,766 22,765 16,623 24,626 10,753 
75 years and over----------------- 84,253 22,067 21,775 29,001 11,409 
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Table 9. Days of bed disability per person per year, by geographic region, sex, and age: United 
States, 1968 
[Data sw based on 	household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the relishility of the estimates we given in appendix I. Definitions of termsaregivenin appendix1g 
All 
II I I I 
Both sexes Days of bed disability per person per year 
All ages------------------------- 5.7 6.7 6.7 
Under 5 years ------_--__----_----------
5-14 years----------------------------- z-i 5.8 
Sex and age regions II 
Northeast 1 ,E$ft, 1 South 1 West 




45-64 year-- _______-__ -___ -_-__________

65-74 years------------------- --_-- --_- LE

75 years and over---------------------- 19:o 

Male 
AL1 ages------------------------- 5.7 5.6 6.1 
Under 5 years -_-----"------~-----------








75 years and over---------------------- 14.0 
Female 











45-64 years "-__L"--^--_----_---_L______ 2:
65-74 years---.-------------------------- 1"1*; 12:3
75 years and over---------------------- 20:9 la.3 
Table 10, Days lost from school and days lost from school per school-age child per year, by
geographic region and sex: United States, 1968 
[See headnote on table 93 
All NorthSex of child regions Northeast Central south West 
Days lost from school in thousands 
Both sexes 6-16 years------------ 219,229 54,088 58,880 65,379 40,882 
Male- ___,.-_-__-_---__- __-__ -_--_------- 26,948 25,991 32,785 20,730
Female--------------------------------- :%:t, 27,140 32,889 32,594 20,152 
Days lost from school per school-age child per year 








Table 11. Days of restricted activity, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1968 
[Data are based on 	household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information 
on the reliability df the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of tarma are given in appendix Ia 
Family income 
Sex and age 
All
incomes1 or more 
Both sexes Days of restricted acttvity in thousands 
All ages------------- 2,996,059 700,751 437,321 502,334 534,400 440,025 208,911 
Under 5 years-------------- 201,259 24,544 28,621 48,822 43,857 34,337 10,357 
5-14 years----------------- 395,874 36,046 43,086 71,716 104,423 83,183 38,837 
15-24 years---------------- 330,577 51,708 42,667 68,889 62,994 59,96(1 29,686 
25-&!+ years---------------- 591,838 70,500 77,051 109,569 142,804 113,253 50,921 
45-64 years--- __-_-_ _____ 833,932 203,065 131,962 128,810 137,949 118,617 .63,650 
65-74 years---------------- 353,553 168,794 68,548 42,414 22,697 15,819 7,878 
75 years and over---------- 289,026 146,095 45,386 32,114 19,674 14,855 7;581 
Male 
All ages------------- 1,347,155 283,333 215,196 226,215 257,862 195,349 98,449 
Under 5 years-------------- 103,244 12,806 17,325 25,026 19,716 16,671 5,128 
5-14 years----------------- 204,454 18,296 21,023 37,230 56,153 42,848 19,888 
15-24 years---------------- 142,548 24,378 19,862 25,489 28,069 26,149 12,896 
25-44 years---------------- 245,058 25,276 34,369 50,255 61,764 40,568 22,415 
45-64 years---------------- 394,920 86,161 67,098 56,824 72,251 58,906 30,896 
65-74 years---------------- 159,226 65,504 37,413 20,805 13,522 5,712 5,210 
75 years and over---------- 97,705 50,913 18,105 10,586 6,387 4,494 2,017 
Female 
All age,+----------- 1,648;904 417,417 222,126 276,119 276,538 244,676 110,461 
Under 5 years-------------- 98,015 11,738 11,297 23,795 24,141 17,666 5,229 
5-14 years----------------- 191,420 17,750 22,063 34,487 48,270 40,335 18,949 
15-24 years---------------- 188,028 27,330 22,806 43,399 34,925 33,811 16,790 
25-44 years---------------- 346,780 45,223 42,682 59,315 81,041 72,685 28,506 
45-64 years---------------- 439,012 116,904 64,864 71,986 65,698 59,711 32,755 
65-74 yeare---------------- 194,327 103,290 31,134 21,609 9,175 10,106 2,669 
75 yeare and over---------- 191,321 95,182 27,281 21,528 13,288 10,362 5,565 
'Includes unknown income. 
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Table 12. Days of restricted activity per person per year, by fsmlly income, sex,and age: United 
States, 1968 
@A arebasedon householdinterviews of thecivilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualificrtions, and information 
on the reliability 



























75 years and over---------­
of tho estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix Ifl 
Family income 
All $5,000- $7,000- $10,000- $15,000
incomes? $6,999 $9,999 $14,999 I or more 

























29.8 17.8 13.7 12.6 11.6 10.7 
13.0 10.5 11.2 9.5 11.0 9.3 
11.1 9.0 9.3 10.4 9.2 9.1 
13.3 10.2 11.1 9.8 10.1 9.2 
26.2 18.1 12.3 11.9 10.3 10.4 
44.3 27.3 la.3 17.4 15.5 12.1 
41.4 27.1 24.5 24.0 21.5 15.4 
46.5 38.5 40.8 42.4 35.0 28.0 
28.6 la.9 12.8 12.1 10.3 10.0 
12.6 12.4 11.3 a.5 10.6 9.0 
11.0 a.9 9.6 10.7 9.4 9.3 
13.3 10.3 8.8 9.7 9.2 7.9 
24.3 la.3 11.8 10.2 7.6 9.5 
54.9 33.4 17.1 17.7 14.5 11.0 
42.8 31.0 25.7 27.8 16.4 18.3 
40.9 30.9 31.8 36.9 26.1 20.4 
30.6 16.9 14.5 13.1 12.9 11.4 
13.4 8.6 11.1 10.5 11.5 9.6 
11.2 9.1 9.0 10.1 9.0 9.0 
13.2 10.2 13.0 9.9 11.0 10.4 
27.4 17.9 12.8 13.7 12.9 11.1 
38.7 22.9 19.3 17.1 16.7 13.3 
40.5 23.5 23.4 20.0 26.0 11.7 
50.2 46.1 47.4 45.7 41.1 32.4 
23 
'Includes unknown income, 
Table 13. Days of bed disability, by family income, sex, and age: United States, 1968 
Dsti sw based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, snd inbnnstkn 
on the reliability of the estimates srs given in appendix I. Definitions of terms src given in appendix 14 
Family income 
Sex and age 
All Less than 3,000- 5,000-
lcomesl $3,000 t 4,999 8 6,999 or more 
Both sexes Days of bed disability in thousands 
All ages-------------- L,233,240 270,136 179,179 212,573 227,303 178,641 95,770 
b 
Under 5 years--------------- 89,646 15,142 12,076 22,308 19,762 12,633 4,24:1 
5-14 years------------------ 178,009 17,870 18,580 29,726 46,689 37,052 17,65:! 
15-24 years----------------- 147,954 19,820 17,161 29,975 28,599 28,216 17,048 
25-44 years----------------- 245,008 30,259 31,532 46,724 56,768 46,251 21,791 
45-64 years----------------- 306,694 72,445 52,062 46,610 52,599 40,740 26,994 
65-74 years----------------- 136,110 59,246 24,904 19,275 10,205 5,872 4,375 
75 years and over----------- 129,820 55,354 22,863 17,956 12,681 7,877 3,663 
Male 
All ages-------------- 533,071 108,877 85,361 88,783 105,842 74,971 41,968 
Under 5 years--------------- 45,024 7,801 6,725 10,386 9,304 6,345 2,213 
5-14 years------------------ 89,490 9,639 8,014 15,822 24,835 17,115 8,622 
15-24 years----------------- 57,309 7,807 7,255 10,602 11,514 10,775 6,908 
25-44 years----------------- 98,288 10,622 13,964 18,864 25,128 17,125 8,220 
45-64 years----------------- 136,051 28,662 25,174 18,785 25,289 19,001 13,460 
65-74 years----------------- 61,343 24,287 13,914 8,960 5,048 2,054 2,299 
75 years and over----------- 45,567 20,059 10,315 5,364 4,724 2,556 * 
Female 
A11 ages-------------- 700,168 161,260 93,818 123,790 121,461 103,670 53,802 
Under 5 years--------------- 44,622 7,341 5,351 11,921 10,458 6,288 2,030 
5-14 years------------------ 88,518 8,232 10,566 13,904 21,853 19,937 9,030 
15-24 years----------------- 90,645 12,013 9,905 19,373 17,085 17,441 10,139 
25-44 years----------------- 146,720 19,637 17,569 27,860 31,640 29,127 13,570 
45-64 years----------------- 170,644 43,783 26,888 27,825 27,310 21,739 13,534 
65-74 years----------------- 74,766 34,959 10,990 10,315 5,157 3,818 2,080 
75 years and over----------- 84,253 35,294 12,549 12,592 7,958 5,321 3,419 
'Includes unknown income. 
24 
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Table 14. Days of bed disability per person per year, by family income, sex, and age: United 
States, 1968 
@at. sw based on 	household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, snd information 
on the reliability of the estimates we given in appendix I. Definitioks of terms are given in appendix Ia 
Family income 
Sex and age 
All 







45-64 years ____-_ ---_------
65-74 years _-_____--__ 


















75 years and over---------­
'Includes unknown income. 
Days of bed disability per person per year 
6.3 5.8 
4.8 8.0 4.4 5.1 4.3 4.1 3.8 
4.3 5.5 3.9 3.8 4.6 4.1 4.2 
4.7 5.1 4.1 4.8 4.5 4.8 5.3 
5.3 11.2 7.4 5.3 4.7 4.2 4.4 
7.6 15.8 10.8 6.6 6.6 5.3 5.1 
11.8 14.5 9.8 11.1 10.8 8.0 8.6 
19.0 17.6 19.4 22.8 27.3 18.6 13.5 
4.7 7.7 4.8 4.7 4.0 4.0 3.9 
4.3 5.8 3.4 4.1 4.7 3.7 4.0 
3.9 4.3 3.8 3.7 4.0 3.8 4.2 
4.5 10.2 7.4 4.4 4.1 3.2 3.5 
7.1 18.3 12.5 5.7 6.2 4.7 4.8 
12.0 15.9 11.5 11.0 10.4 5.9 8.1 
16.3 16.1 17.6 16.1 27.3 14.9 * 
6.9 11.8 7.2 6.5 
4.9 8.4 4.1 5.6 4.5 4.1 3.7 
4.4 5.2 4.3 3.6 4.6 4.5 4.3 
5.4 5.8 4.4 5.8 4.9 5.7 6.3 
6.1 11.9 7.4 6.0 5.3 5.2 5.3 
8.1 14.5 9.5 7.4 7.1 6.1 5.5 
11.6 13.7 8.3 11.2 11.2 9.8 9.1 
20.9 18.6 21.2 27.7 27.3 21.1 19.9 
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Table 15. Days lost from school and days lost from school per school-age child per year, by
family income and sex: United States, 1968 
bah m busedOu householdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The surveydesign, general qualific&ionr, and 




Sex of child 
All Less than $7,000- $10,000- $15,000
income2 $3,000 $ $9,999 $14,999 or more 
-
Days lost from school in thousands 
Both sexes 6-16 years- 219,229, 22,412 25,111 38,599 53,655 46,632 21,374 
Male-------------------- 106,454 10,436 12,008 19,585 27,588 21,182 9,683 
Female------------------ 112,775 11,976 13,103 19,014 26,068 25,450 11,692 
Days lost from school per school-age child per year 
Both sexes 6-16 years- 4.9 6.3 4.9 4.7 5.0 4.7 4.4 
= 
Male-------------------- 4.7 5.8 4.7 4.7 5.0 4.2 4.0 
Female------------------ 5.2 6.8 5.1 4.7 5.1 5.2 4.8 




Table 16. Days of restricted activity and days of restricted activity per person per year,by sex, usual 
activity, and age: United States, 1968 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the 
reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II] 
Usual activity and age zc:s 11 Male 1 Female 
II I 
Days of restrictedDays of restricted activity activity per personin thousands per year 
All activities-------------------------- 2,996,059 1,347,155 1,648,904 15.3 14.3 16.3 
Preschool (under 6 years)----------------- 246,171 126,173 119,998 10.8 10.9 10.8 
School age (6-16 years) 1-m--,------------- 422,370 216,964 205,406 9.5 9.6 9.4 
Usually working (17 years and over)------- 875,570 532,677 342,893 12.7 11.7 14.6 
17-24 years _-_-_---_-^_--------_______________ 113,012 56,291 56,721 11.3 10.5 12.2 
25 -44 years -_-__---_--_-_--_--_--------------- 333,934 198,855 135,079 11.1 9.4 14.9 














75 years and over----------------------------- 9,196 6,591 2,605 23.0 21.5 28.0 
Usually keeping house (17 years and over)- 778,842 . . . 778,842 20.2 . . . 20.2 
17-24 years---------------------------- _____ 51,672 . . . 51,672 13.6 . . . 13.6 
25-44 years----------------------------------- 202,656 . . . 202,656 13.9 . . . 13.9 
45-64 years -___-____-___-_____---------------- 261,987 . . . 261,987 22.5 . . . 22.5 
65-74 years ----_--__-_-_----_----------------- 149,912 . . . 149,912 28.0 . . . 28.0 
75 years and over------------------------------- 112,615 . . . 112,615 35.9 . . . 35.9 
Retired (45 years and over)--------------- 321,050 271,803 49,247 42.2 39.5 67.9 
45-64 years _-________-_----_------------------ 74,444 68,236 6,207 58.6 57.7 70.5 
65-74 years ---------________------------------ 126,331 118,229 8,102 35.8 35.8 35.4 
75 years and over --_--_---_---_--------------- 120,276 85,338 34,937 42.9 35.6 85.4 
Other activity (17 years and over)2------- .352,057 199,538 152,519 26.5 26.2 26.9 
17-24 years _____-___--_-__--___----.---------- 94,485 50,819 43,666 9.3 9.1 9.7 
25-44 years---.------------------------------- 55,24a 46,203 9,046 44.6 50.0 28.6 
45-64 years----------------- __________ - _______ 114,694 79,738 34,956 108.0 .00.8 129.0 
65-74 years----------------------------------- 40,691 17,003 23,688 104.3 78.7 136.1 
75 years and over _-_-_--___-__-----_---------- 46,939 5,775 41,163 99.2 62.1 108.0 
IPersons aged 17 years and over who are going to school are included with other activity.
21ncludes unknown income. 
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Table 17. Days of bed disability and 	 days of,bed disability per person per year,by sex, usual activity,
and age: United States, 1968 
[Data are baaedon householdinterviewsof the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the 
reliability of the estimatesaregivenin appendixI. Definitionsof terms are given in appendix Ifl 
-
Usual activity and age Ez$ 11 Male / Female 
DaysDays of bed disability disability 
of bed 
perin thousands person per year 
All activities------------------------ 1,233,240 533,071 700,168 i 6.3 5.7 6.9 
Preschool (under 6 years)---------------- 110,699 57,317 53,382 4.9 4.9 4.8 
School age (6-16 years)l----------------- 190,086 91,468 98,617 4.3 4.1 4.5 
Usually working (17 years and over)------ 337,249 192,833 144,415 4.9 4.2 6.2 
7.7-24 years _----_----_----------------------- 48,012 21,692 26,320 4.8 4.0 5.7 
25-44 years---------------------------------- 139,576 80,048 59,528 4.6 3.8 6.6 
45-64 years _r---------_---------------------- 133,789 80,219 53,569 5.1 4.7 6.0 
65-74 years ____ I--m--m _____ ___- -_-_------ 11,898 7,799 4,099 5.3 4.9 6.2 
75 years and over---------------------------- 3,973 3,074 * 10.0 10.0 * 
Usuallykeeping house(17 years and over)- 285,916 . . . 285,916 7.4 . . . 7.4 
17-24 years -_--------c-_--------------------- 24,192 . . . 24,192 6.4 . . . 6.4 




. . . 





. . . 
. . . 
5.7 
8.1. 
65-75 years -_____------------_--------------- 48,085 . . . 48,085 9.0 . ..' 9.0 
75 years and over---------------------------- 36,257 . . . 36,257 11.5 *.. 11.5 
Retired (45 years and over)------------ 131,435 106,865 24,566 17.3 15.5 33.9 
45-64 years---------------------------------- 26,300 24,318 1,982 20.7 20.6 22.5 
65-74 years -_-_----- --------_---_-----__----- 48,345 44,074 4,271 13.7 13.3 18.7 
75 years and over---------------------------- 56,790 38,476 18,314 20.3 16.1 44.8 
Other activity (17 years and over)2---- 177,855 84,584 93,271 13.4 11.1 16.5 
17-24 years-------------------- _____- -_-----_ 42,619 21,346 21,273 4.2 3.8 4.7 
25-44 years -----_-----------_---------------- 22,142 18,24C 3,902 17.9 19.7 12.3 
45-64 years---------------------------------- 52,513 31,513 21,000 49.4 39.8 77.5 
65-74 years---------------------------------- 27,782 9,465 18,313 71.2 : 43.8 105.2 
75 years and over---------------------------- 32,800 4,016 28,783 69.3 43.2 75.5 
IPersons aged 17 years and over who are going to school are included with "other activity." 
'Includes unknown activity. 
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Table 18. Days of restricted activity and days:of restricted activity per person per 
year, by color, sex, and age: United States, 1968 
@ata are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualificatibns, 
and information on the Peliability of the estimates are given iri appendix I. D6f initions of terms are given in app&dix II] 
AllSex and age Total White other .-. 
Both sexes Days of restrictedin thousands
activity Days of restricted activity per person 
per year 
All ages------------- .2,996,059 2,586,84i 17.2 
Under 5 years-------------- 201,259 170,864 30,391 10.E 11.c 9.7 
5-14 years----------------- 395,874 344,069 51,80f 9.i 9.s 8.6 
15-24 years---------------- 330,577 285,018 45,555 10.5 10.4 11.2 
25-44 years-l---l------ll-- 591,838 500,409 9g2i 12.5 12.3 17.5 
45-64 years---------------- 833,932 714,686 l;!j,24C 20.t 19.i 31.2 
65-74 years-----------:---- 353,553 314,643 38,911 30.7 29.6 43.6 
75 years and over-------i-- 289,026 257,157 31,865 42.4 41.2 55.8 
Male 
i,347,155 1,170,277 176,87E 
Under 5 years-l--mm-a------ 103,244 86,746 16,499 10.9 11.0 10.5 
5-14 years----------------- 204,454 178,053 26,401 9.8 10.0 8.7 
15-24 years---------------- 142,548 123,433 19,115 9.7 9.6 10.0 
25-44 years---~-----------I 245,058 210,630 34,428 11.1 10.7 14.8 
45-64 years---------------- 394,920 342,337 52,583 20.6 19.7 29.5 
65-7,!+ years------------~--- 159,226 141,984 17,242 31.2 30.2 42.3 
75 years and over---------- 97,705 87,094 10,611 35.0 34.2 43.0 
Female 
1,648,904 1,416,570 232,334 16.3 16.0 18.6 
Under 5 yearg-..-----..------ 98,015 84,118 13,897 10.8 11.1 8.9 
5-14 years----------------- 191,420 166,015 25,404 9.5 9.7 8.4 
15-24 years---------------- 188,028 161,585 26,443 11;3 11.2 12.1 
25-44 years---------------- 346,780 289,779 57,001 14.5 13.8 19.7 
45-64 years---------------- 439,012 372,349 66,663 20.9 19.6 32.7 
65-74 years---~------------ 194,327 172,659 21,669 30.3 29.1 44.7 
75 years and over---------- 191,321 170,063 21,257 47.6 46.0 65.6 
W 

Table 19. Days of bed disability and days of bed disability per person per year, by color, sex,
and age: United States, 1968 
[Data srs based on household interviewsof the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, and infonnntion 
on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix Ig 
I
Sex and age Total White All other Total II White All other , 
Both sexes Days of bed disability Days of bed disabilityin thousands per person per year 













25 44 years __-_-
45-64 




1;7 %i 171': 2:
3t:: , 117:068 19:o 18:7 




_______ -_-__ 84,631 2:; 2:: 
years------ ____ -_----- 120,778
65-74 52,769 1:-k 2:years-----------------









75 years and over-----------
40,125 5,442 16:3 15:8 
700.168 594,524 105,645 6.9 6.7 






146,720 119,677 3 Z:‘; 96’31 
13:9170.644 1;; 92;; 1% 1E 18.9
76:942 20:9 20:8 22.6 
Table 20. Days lost from school and days lost from school per school-age child per year, by color 
and sex: United States, 1968 
[See headnote on table 101 
Sex of child Total White All other 
Days lost from school in thousands 
Both sexes 6-16 years---------------------- 219,229 
ale-------------------------------------- 106,454 y$#=fg
Female -______I-_-____L-_______________________--- 112,775 
Days lost from school per school-age child 
per year 
Both sexes 6-16 years---------------------- 4.9 4.9 5.2 
Male--------------------------------------------- 4.7 4.8 4.6Female------------------------------------------- 5.2 5.1 5.7 
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Table 21. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, 
1968
by geographic region, place of 
: residence, sex, and age: United States, 
[Data rm based on household in&views of tha civilian, noninstitutional populntion. The survey design, general qualifications, end information on the 
rolinbilitv of the estimates ~8 given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in nppendix Ifl 
II Geographic region I Place of residence 






Both sexes Population in thousands 
All ages---------- 195,392 48,137 54,846 60,038 32,372 125,411 60,300 9,681 
Under 5 years----------- 18,601 4,462 5,250 5,843 3,047 12,067 5,830 704 
5-14 years-------------- 40,961 9,378 11,689 12,920 6,974 25,791 12,965 2,205 
15 -24 years __---_--_-___ 31,383 7,171 8,719 10,140 5,353 19,964 9,915 1,504 
25 A+.!+years ___- _________ 45,953 11,482 12,676 13,901 7,894 30,666 13,466 1,821 
45 -64 years _____ - _______ 40,153 10,740 11,154 11,813 6,445 25,841 11,929 2,383 
65-74 years ___-- ________ 11;525 3,185 3,260 3,474 1,607 7,091 3,795 639 
75 years and over------- 6,816 1,718 2,096 1,949 1,052 3,991 2,400 425 
6-16 years-------------- 44,308 10,089 12,739 13,938 7,543 27,804 13,997 2,508 
Male 
All ages---------- 94,089 23,000 26,499 28,978 15,613 60,040 29,090 4,960 
Under 5 years----------- 9,492 2,292 2,654 3,031 1,515 6,172 2,948 372 
5-14 years-------------- 20,821 4,778 5,844 6,647 3,552 13,071 6,596 1,154 
15-24 years 3---w-m-w---- 14,733 3,305 4,128 4,843 2,457 9,209 4,724 800 
25-44 years------------- 21,987 5,494 6,169 6,582 3,743 14,653 6,459 875 
45-64 years--------- -___ 19,158 5,067 5,365 5,542 3,184 12,324 5,605 1,229 
65-74 years------------- 5,105 1,358 1,471 1,541 735 3,026 1,738 341 
75 years and over------- 2,793 706 868 792 428 1,585 1,619 189 
6-16 years---------- _-__ 22,497 5,143 6,405 7,092 3,857 14,095 7,070 1,332 
Female 
All ages---------- 101,303 25,137 28,347 31,060 16,759 65,372 31,210 4,722 
Under 5 years----------- 9,109 2,170 2,596 2,812 1,532 5,896 2,882 332 
5-14 years-------------- 20,140 4,600 5,845 6,273 3,422 12,720 6,369 1,051 
15-24 years------------- 16,650 3,867 4,591 5,296 2,896 10,754 5,191 704 
25-44 years------------- 23,966 5,989 6,507 7,319 4,151 16,013 7,007 946 
45-64 years------------- 20,995 5,674 5,790 6,271 3,261 13,517 6,324 1,154 
65-74 years------------- 6,420 1,826 1,789 1,933 872 4,066 2,057 298 
75 years and over------- 4,023 1,012 1,228 1,157 625 2,406 1,380 236 
6-16 years-------------- 21,812 4,946 6,334 6,846 3,686 13,709 6,927 1,176 
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the Census reports 




Table 22. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication,by family income, sex, and 
age: United States, 1968 
[Dste are based on 	household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qualifications, end information 
on the reliability of the estimates ece given in appendix I. Definitions of terms we givenin appendixId 
Family income 
Sex and age 
Both sexes 




25-44 years-------- ____ --_
45-64 years---------------
65-74 years---------------
































75 years and over---------
6-16 years -__- --------_--_ 
All Less than $3,000- $5,000- $7,000- yp;- $15,000
incomes1 $3,000 $4,999 $6,999 $9,999 , or more 
Population in thousands 
23,545 24,502 36,783 42,430 37,846 
18,601 1,893 2,715 4,357 4,616
40,961 3,247 4,806 7,732 10,061 39%: 
31,383 3,901 4,164 6,228 6,404 5:910 
45,953 2,694 4,266 8,889 12,009 10,985
40,153 4,589 4,840 7,056 7,;:; 7,640
11,525 2,532 1,734 737 
6,816 xi;, 1,179 787 464 424 
44,308 3,538 5,114 8,190 10,636 
94,089 9,891 11,381 17,712 21,282 18,917 9,872 
9,492 1,017 1,400 2,212 2,310 1,570 572
20,821 1,658 2,373 3,893 4,581 2,138
1,828 2,897 52%: 2,837 1,633
12x3 G! 4,247 6ZO80 2,350
19:158 Et 2:011 3,318 4,;;; 2~:~ 2,797
5,105 &; 1,208 811 '348 284 
2,793 , 586 333 173 172 
1,789 2,544 5,538 
13,654 13,121 18,929 
9,109 876 1,315 2,145 2,305 1,540 544
20,140 1,589 2,434 3,839 4,460 2,112
2,072 2,244 3,331 3,073 1,612
z56: 2,384 4,642 5,642 2,566
20:995 Ei 2,829 3,738 3,;;; 3;
6,420 23548 1,323 923
4,023 1,897 592 454 252 172 
21,812 2,570 5,098 
IIncludes unknown income. 
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use,see U.S. Bureau of the Census re-
ports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20,




Table 23. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by sex, usual 
activity, and age: United States, 1968 
[Data are basedon householdinterviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population. The surveydesign,general qualifications,
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendixI. Definitions of terms are given in appendix10 
Usual activity and age 
Population in thousands 
All activities 195,392 94,089 101,303 
preschool (under 6 years)------------------------ 22,698 11,587 11,111 
School age (e-16 years)'------------------------- 44,308 22,497 21,812 



























. . . 3,805 
. . . 14,587 
. . . 11,668 
. . . 5,351 
. . . 3,140 
Retired (45 years and over)---------------------- 7,605 6,880 725 
45-64 years-~-------------------------------------------~ 
65-74 years -I_--__-----------------------------------























'Persons aged 17 years and over who are going to school are included with "0tEier 
activity. ” 
Includes unknown activity. 
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see U.S. Bureau of the 
Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population




Table 24. Population used in obtaining rates shown in this publication, by race, sex,
and age: United States, 1968 
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional population.Tbe survey design general quslificsti s, 
and information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix IIr 
Sex and age ..,., 
Both sexes Population in thousands 
All ages -------------------I------------------ 195,392 171,615 23,778 
Under 5 years -1-1---1------------------------------- 18,601 15,471

5-14 years 40,961 34,914 2% 





45-64 years ---I------------------------------------- %32 3,821

65-74 years ---I------------------------------------- lo;632

75 years and over -----___------_-__-________________ 6,245 %f 

6-16 years -----___-_--_____-______________________-- 44,308 37,896 6,413 
Male 
All ages ----__---_-__--_-_-_------------------ 94,089 82,817 11,273 
Under 5 years --_____-_-____---______________________ 9,492 7,914 1,578

5-14 years -_-_I_-__-_________----------------------- 3,022

15-24 years -__I-___---____--_-_--------------------- 2% X~ 1,905

25-44 years -------------------------------f----------- 211987 19:655 2,333

45-64 years -__-_____-___I___---____________________- 19,158 y,;;; 1,;;;

65-74 years --__-___-_-______--_____________________- 5,105

75 years and over --__-_______-______-_______________ 2,793 2:546 247 

6-16 years --_-_---__-____-__--____________________-- 22,497 19,295 3,201 

Female 
All ages -1------_1_-_1---_-___________________ 101,303 88,798 12,505 ' 





15-24 years ------------------------------------I-- X% 








75 years and over ---I------------------------------- 3:699 324 

6-16 years -----------------------I-------------------- 21,812 18,600 3,212 

NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use,see U.S. Bureau of the 
Census reports on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population




TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 
Background of This Report 
This report is one of a series of statistical reports 
prepared by the National Center for Health Statistics 
(NCHS). It is based on information collected in a con­
tinuing nationwide sample of households in the Health 
Interview Survey (HIS), 
The Health Interview Survey utilizes a questionnaire 
which, in addition to personal and demographic char­
acteriseics, obtains information on illnesses, injuries, 
chronic conditions, and other health topics. As data 
relating to each of these various broad topics are tab­
ulated and analyzed, separate reports are issued which 
cover one or more of the specific topics, The present 
repore is based on data collected in household in­
terviews during 1968. 
The population covered by the sample for the 
Health Interview Survey is the civilian, noninstitutional 
population of the United States living at the time of 
the interview. The sample does not include members 
of the Armed Forces or U.S. nationals living in foreign 
countries. It should.also be noted that the estimates 
ahown do not represent a complete measure of any 
given topic during the specified calendar period since 
data are not colleceed in the interview for persons who 
dlcd during the reference period. For many types of 
rtatistics collected in the survey, the reference period 
covers the 2 weeks prior to the interview week. For 
such a short period, the contribution by decedents to 
a total inventory of conditions or services should be 
very small, However, t-he coneribution by decedents 
during a long reference period (e.g., 1 year) might 
be sizable, especially for older persons. 
Statistical Design of thw Health interview Survey 
Geneml plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits 
a continuous sampling of the civilian, noninstitutional 
population of the United States. The sample is designed 
in such a way that the sample of households inter-
viewed each week is representative of the target popu­
lation and that weekly samples are additive over time. 
This feature of the design permits both continuous 
measurement of characteristics of samples, more 
detailed analysis of less common characteristics, and 
smaller categories of health-related items. The con­
tinuous collection has administrative and operational 
advantages as well as technical assets since it permits 
fieldwork to be handled with an experienced, stable 
staff. 
The overall sample was designed in such a fashion 
chat tabulations can be provided for each of the four 
major geographic regions and for urban and rural 
sectors of the United States. 
The first stage of the sample design consists of 
drawing a sample of 357 primary sampling units 
(PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geographically de-
fined PSU’s. A PSU consistzs of a county, a small 
group of comiguous counties, or a standard metro­
politan statistical area. The PSU’s collectively cover 
the 50 States and the District of Columbia. 
With no loss in general understanding, the re­
maining stages can be combined and treated in this 
discussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’s, then, 
ultimate stage units called segments are defined in 
such a manner that each segment contains an expected 
six households. (Prior to July 1, 1968, the expected 
s&nent size was nine households.) Three general 
types of segments are used. 
Area segments which are defined geographically. 
List segments, using 1960 census registers as 
the frame. 
Permit segmerxs, using updated lists of building 
Permits issued in sample PSU*s since 1960. 
Census address listings were used for all areas of 
the country where addresses were well defined and 
could be used to locate housing units. In general the 
list frame included the larger urban areas of the 
United States from which about two-thirds of the HIS 
sample was selected. 
The total HIS sample of approximately 7,000 
segments yields a probability sample of about 134,000 
persons in 42.000 interviewed ‘households in a year. 
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Descriptive material on data collection, field 
procedures, and questionnaire development in the 
HIS has been published 1 as well as a detailed de­
scription of the sample design,2 and estimation pro­
cedure and the method used to calculate sampling 
errors of estimates derived from the Survey.3 
Collection of da&-Field operations for the sur­
vey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of the Census 
under specifications established by the National Center 
for Health Statistics. In accordance with these specifi­
cations the Bureau of the Census participates in survey 
planning, selects the sample, and conducts the field 
interviewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are coded, 
edited, and tabulated by NCHS. 
Estimatfng pkocedwes .-Since the design of the 
HIS is a complex multistage probability sample, ie is 
necessary to use complex procedures in the derivation 
of estimates. Four basic operations are involved: 
Inflation by the reci&ocal of the probability 
of selection.- The probability of selection is 
the product of the probabilities of selection 
from each step of selection in the design: 
PSU, segment, and household. 
Nonresponse adjustment.-The estimates are 
inflated by a multiplication factor which has 
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its denomi­
nator the number of households interviewed in 
rhat segment. 
First-stage ratio adjustment,-Sampling theory 
indicates that the use of auxiliary information 
which is highly correlated with the variables 
being estimated improves the reliability of the 
estimates. To reduce the variability between 
PSU’s within a region, the estimates are ratio 
adjusted to 1960 population within six color-
residence classes. 
Poststmtification by age-sex-color.-me esti­
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60 age-
sex-color cells to an independeni estimate of 
the popflation of each cell for the survey period, 
lNational Center for Health Statistics: Health survey procedure; 
concepts, questionnaire development,and definitions in the Health 
Interview Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHSPub. No. 1000.Series 
l-No. 2. Public Health Service.Washington.U.S. GovernmentPrinting 
Office, May 1964. 
*U.S. National He&h Survey: The statisticaldesignof the Health 
HouseholdInterview Survey. Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 584-A2. 
Public Health Service.Washington.U.S. GovernmentPrinting Office. 
July 1958. 
3National Center for Health Statistics: Estimation and sampling 
variance in the Health Interview Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. 
PHS Pub. No. lOOO-Series2-No. 38. Pablic Health Service.Rockvillc, 
Md. U.S. GovernmentPrinting Office, June 1970. 
These independent estimates are prepared by the 
Bureau of the Census. Both the first-stage and 
poststratified ratio adjustments take the form of 
multiplication factors applied to the weight of 
each elementary unit (person, household, con­
dition, and hospitalization). 
The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to 
make the sample more closely representative of the 
civilian, noninstitutional population by age, sex, color, 
and residence, thus reducing sampling variance. 
As noted, each week’s sample represents the popu­
lation living during that week and characteristics of the 
population. Consolidation of samples over a time period, 
e.g., a calendar quarter, produces estimates of average 
characteristics of the U.S. population for the calendar 
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are aver-
ages of the four quarterly figures. 
For prevalence statistics, such as number of per-
sons with speech impairments or number of persons 
classified by time interval since last physician visit, 
figures are first calculated for each calendar quarter 
by averaging estimates for all weeks of interviewing 
in the quarter. Prevalence data for a year are then 
obtained by averaging the four quarterly figures. 
For other types bf statistics-namely those meas­
uring the number of occurrences during a specified 
time period-such as incidence of acute conditions, 
number of disability days, or number of visits to a 
doctor or dentist, a similar cbmputational procedure 
is used, but the statistics are interpreted differently. 
For these items, the questionnaire asks for the respond­
ent’s experience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to 
the week of interview. In such instances the estimated 
quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5 times the aver-
age P-week estimate produced by the 13 successive 
samples taken during the period. The annual cotal is the 
sum of rhe four quarters. Thus the experience of per-
sons interviewed during a year-experience which 
actually occurred for each person in a P-calendar­
week interval prior to week of interview-is treated as 
though it measured the total of such experience dwins 
the year. Such interpretation leads tono significant bias. 
General Qualifications 
Nonresponse.-Data were adjusted for nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputes to persons in a house-
hold which was not interviewed the characteristics of 
persons in households in the same segment which were 
interviewed. The cotal noninterview rate was about 5 
percent-l percent was refusal, and the remainder was 
primarily due to the failure to find aneligible respond­
ent at home after repeated calls. 
The intervieau process.-The statistics presented in 
this report are based on replies obtained in interviews 
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of persons in the sampled households. Each person 19 
years of age and over present at the time of interview 
was interviewed individually. For children and for 
adults not present in the home at the time of the in­
terview, the information was obtained from a related 
household member such as a spouse or the mother of 
a child. 
There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic 
and other information collected in household inter-
views, For diagnostic information, the household re­
spondent can usually pass on the interviewer only the 
information the physician has given to the family. For 
conditions not medically attended, diagnostic informa­
tion is often no more than a description of symptoms. 
However, other facts, such as the number of disability 
days caused by the condition, can be obtained more 
accurately from household members than from any 
other sources since only the persons concerned are in 
a position to report this information. 
Rounding of numbers.-The original tabulations on 
which the data in this report are based show all esti­
mates to the nearest whole unit, All consolidations 
were made from the original tabulations using the 
estimates to the nearest unit. In the final published 
tables, the figures are rounded to the nearest thousand, 
although these are not necessarily accurate to that 
detail. Devised statistics, such as rates and percent 
distributions, are computed after the estimates on 
which these are based have been rounded to the nearest 
thousand. 
Po@4htion figWeS.-SOme of the published tables 
include population figures for specified categories. Ex­
cept for certain overall totals by age, sex, and color, 
which are adjusted to independent estimates, these 
figures are based on the sample of households in the 
HIS. These are given primarily to provide denomina­
tors for rate computation, and for this purpose are 
more appropriate for use with the accompanyingmeas­
ures of health characteristics than other population 
data that may be available. With the exception of the 
overall totals by age, sex, and color mentioned above, 
the population figures differ from corresponding figures 
(which are derived from different sources) published 
in reports of the Bureau of the Census, (For population
data for general use, see the official estimates pre­
sented in Bureau of the Census reports in the P-20, 
P-25, and P-60 series,) 
Reliability of Estimates 
Since the statistics presented in this report are 
based on a sample, they will differ somewhat from the 
figures that would have been obtained if a complete 
census had been taken using the same schedules, in­
structions, and interviewing personnel and procedures. 
As in any survey, the results are also subject to 
reporting and processing errors and errors due to 
nonresponse. To the extent possible, these types of 
errors were kept to a minimum by methods built into 
survey procedures. Although it is very difficult to 
measure the extent of bias in the Health Interview Sur­
vey, a number of studies have been conducted to study 
this problem and the results have been published in 
several reportsP+ 
The standard error is primarily a measure of 
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might 
occur by chance because only a sample of the popula­
tion is surveyed. As calculated for this report, the 
standard error also reflects part of the variation which 
arises in the measurement process. It does not in­
clude estimates of any biases which might lie in the 
data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an esti­
mate from the sample would differ from a complete 
census by less than the standard error. The chances 
are about 95 out of 100 that the difference would be 
less than twice the standard error and about 99 out of 
100 that it would be less than 2% times as large. 
The relative standard error of an estimate is ob­
tained by dividing the standard error of theestimate by 
the estimate itself and is expressed as a percentage of 
the estimate. For this report, asterisks are shown for 
any cell with more than a 30-percent relative standard 
error. Included in this appendix are charts from which 
the relative standard errors can be determined for 
estimates shown in the report. In order to derive rel­
ative errors which would be applicable to a wide variety 
of health statistics and which could be prepared at a 
moderate cost, a number of approximations were re­
quired, As a result, the charts provide an estimate of 
the approximate relative standard error rather than the 
precise error for any specific aggregate or percentage. 
4NationaI Center for Health Statistics: Reporting of 
hospitahzation in the Health Interview Survey. VitaI and Health 
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000~Series~-NO. 6. Public Heath Service. 
Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965. 
5NationaI Center for Heath Statistics: He&h interview responses 
compared with medical records. Vita2 and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. 
No. 1000~Series ~-NO. 7. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. 
Government Printing Office, July 1965. 
6NationaI Center for Health Statistics: Comparison of 
hospitahzation reporting in three survey procedures. Vitaf and Health 
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000Series ~-NO. 8. Public Health Service. 
Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965. 
7NationaI Center for Health Statistics: Interview data on chronic 
conditions compared with information derived from medical records. 
Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. lOOO-Series~-NO. 23. Public 
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, May 
1967. 
sNationaI Center for He&h Statistics: The influence of 
interviewer and respondent psychological and behavioral variables on 
the reporting in household interviews. Vital and He&k Statistics. PHS 
Pub. No. 1000~Series~-NO. 26. public Health Service. Washington. U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968. 
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Three classes of statistics for the, health survey 
are identified for purposes of estimating variances. 
iVuwoau mnge.-This class consists of (1) 
statistics which estimate a population attribute, 
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the 
measure for a single individual during the ref­
erence period used in data collection is usually 
either 0 or 1 or on occasion may take on the value 
2 or very rarely 3. 
Medium rawe.-This class consists of other 
statistics for which the measure for a single 
individual during the reference period used in 
data collection will rarely lie outside the range 
0 to 5. 
Wide range, - This class consists of statistics 
for which the measure for a single individual 
during the reference period used in data collection 
can range from 0 to a number in excess of 5, 
e.g., the number of days of bed disability. 
In addition to classifying variables according to 
whether they are narrow-, medium-, or wide-range, 
statistics in the survey are further defined as: 
Type A. 	 Statistics on prevalence and incidence 
data for which the period of reference in 
the questionnaire is 12 months. 
Type B. 	 Incidence-type statistics for which the 
period of reference in thequestionnaire
is 2 weeks. 
Type C. Statistics for which the reference period 
is 6 months. 
Only the charts on sampling error applicable to 
data contained in this report are presented. 
Geneml rules for determining relative sampling 
ewor.s.-The “guide” on page 39, together with the 
following rules, will enable the readers to determine 
approximate relative standard errors from the charts 
for estimates presented in this report, 
Rule 1. Estimates of aggvegutes: Approximate rel­
ative standard errors for estimates of 
aggregates such as the number of persons 
with a given characteristic are obtained 
from appropriate curves on page 40. The 
number of persons in the total U.S. popula­
tion or in an age-sex-color class of the 
total population is adjusted to official 
Bureau of the Census figures and is not 
subject to sampling error. 
Rule 2. 	Estimates of percentages in a percent 
distribution: Relative standard errors for 
percentages in a percent distribution of 
a total are obtained from appropriate 
curves on page 41. For values which do 
not fall on one of the curves presented 
in the chart, visual interpolation will 
provide a satisfactory approximation.
Rule 3. Estimates of mtes where the numemto?‘is 
a subclass of the denominator: This rule 
applies for prevalence rates or where a 
unit of the numerator occurs, with few 
exceptions, only once in the year for ;my 
one unit in the denominator. For example, 
in computing the rate of visual impair­
ments per 1,000 population, the numerator 
consisting of persons with the impairment 
is a subclass of the denominator which in­
cludes all persons in the population, Such 
rates if converted to rates per 100 may be 
treated as though they were percentaXe 
and the relative standard errors obtained 
from the chart PBAN-M. Rates per 1,000, ~ 
or on any other base, must first be c,>n­
verted to rates per 100; then the percent-
age chart will provide the relative stand­
ard error per 100. 
Rule 4. Estimates of mtes where the numemtor is 
not a subclass of the denominator: This 

rule applies where a unit of the numerator 

often occurs more than once for any one 

unit in the denominator. For example, in 

the computation of the number of persons 

injured per 100 currently employed per-

sons per year, it is possible that a person 

in the denominator could have sustained 

more than one of the injuries included in 

the numerator. Approximate relal ive 

standard errors for rates of this kind may 

be computed as follows: 

(a) Where the denominator is the ts)tal 

U.S. population or includes all persons ’ 
in one or more of the age-sex-color 
groups of the total population, the 
relative error of the rate is equiva­
lent to the relative error of the nu­
merator, which can be obtained di­
rectly from the appropriate chart. 
(b) In other cases the relative standard 
error of the numerator and of the 
denominator can be obtainedfrom the 
appropriate curve. Square each of 
these relative errors, add the re­
sulting values, and extract the m&are 
root of the sum. This procedure will 
result in an upper bound on the stand­
ard error and often will overstate the 
error. 
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Rule 5. 	Estimates of difference between two 
statistics (naean, mte, total, etc.kThe 
standard error of a differenceis approxi­
mately the square root of the sum of the 
square of each standard error considered 
separately. A formula for the standard 
error of a difference d= XI X,is 
Vd= ( XIVx,) 2 + ‘X2yQ) 2 
where X~ is the estimate for class 1, 
X2 is the estimate for class 2, and 
41 and vx2 are the relative errors of 
Xl anci x2, respectively. This formula 
will represent the actual standard error 
quite accurately for difference between 
separate and uncorrelatsd characteristics 
although it is only a rough approximation 
in most other cases. The relative stand­
ard error of each estimate involved in 
such a difference can be determined hy 
one of the four rules above, whichever is 
appropriate. 
Guide to Use of Relative Standard E:ror Charts 
The code shown below identifies the appropriate 
curve to be used in estimating the relative standard 
error of the statistic described. The four components 
of each code describe the statistic as follows: (1) 
Statistic 
Number of: 
Persons tn the U.S. population or
in any age-sex category th+reof--------------------
Persona in any other population group---------------
Disability days per year -__--__-----_--_-_-_--------
Percentage distribution of: 
Parsons in population group-------------------------
Number of disability days:
Per person in total U.S. population or 
in any age-sex group thereof-------,,r,-,,,,,,,,,,,, 
A= aggregate, PI percentage; (2) the number of 
calendar quarters of data collection; (3) the type 
of the statistic as described on page 38; and (4) 
the range of the statistic as described on page 38. 
-
Use : 












iooPer person in any other population group------------ L 
-000 
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Relative skndard errora for aggregates based on four quarters of data colLection 
fmclataofaxLtypesanaranges 
Size of estimate (in thousands) 
Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 2,000,OOO (on scale at bottom of chart) for a 
Narrow range Type A statistic (code: A4AN) has a relative standard error of 3.6 percent,
(read from scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 72,000 (3.6 percent of
2,000,000). For a Wide range Type B statistic (code: A4BW), an aggregate of 6,000,OOO has 
a relative error of 16.0 percent or a standard error of 960,000 (16 peraent of 6,000,OOO). 
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Relative standard errors for percentagesbased Onfour qnarters of data coLlection 
fortypeAda~Narrowand&diumrange 
(Ease of percentage shoWnon curves in mi3li0ns) 
Estimated percentage 
Example0r use of chart: An eatinrrte of 20 percent (on scale atbottan of chart) based on 
an eatinmtc of 10,000,000 bar3a relative standard error of 3.2 percent (reed fi.y the
scale attheleft side of the chart),thcpointatwMchthe curve for abase of1O,OOO,OOO
intersecte the vertical line for 20 percent. !Chestsnasrdcrrorin percentagepoints is 




DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 

Terms Relating to Disability 
Disability.-Disability is the general term used to 
describe any temporary or long-term reduction of a 
* 	 person’s activity as a result of an acute or chronic 
condition. 
Disability day.-Disability days are classified ac­
cording to whether they are days of restricted activity, 
bed days, hospital days, work-loss days, or school-loss 
days. All hospital days are, by definition, days of bed 
disability; all days of bed disability are, by definition, 
days of restricted activity. The converse form of these 
statements is, of course, not true. Days lost from 
work and days lost from school are special terms 
which apply to the working and school-age populations 
only, but these too are days of restricted activity. 
Hence “days of restricted activity” is the most in­
clusive term used to describe disability days. 
Restricted-activity day.yA day of restricted ac­
tivity is one on which a person cuts down on his usual 
activities for the whole of that day because of an ill­
ness or an injury. The term “usual activities” for 
any day means the things that the person would or­
dinarily do on that day. For children under school age, 
usual activities depend on whatever the usual pattern 
is for the child’s day, which will in turn be affected by 
the age of the child, weather conditions, and so forth. 
For retired or elderly persons, usual activities might 
consist of almost no activity, but cutting down on even 
a small amount for as much as a day would constitute 
restricted activity. On Sundays or holidays “usual ac­
tivities” are taken to be the things the person usually 
does on such days-going to church, playing golf, 
visiting friends or relatives, or staying at home and 
listening to the radio, reading, looking at television, 
and so forth. 
Restricted activity does not imply complete inac­
tivity, but it does imply only the minimum of usual 
activities. A special nap for an hour after lunch does 
not constitute cutting down on usual activities, nor does 
the elimination of a heavy chore such as cleaning 
ashes out of the furnace or hanging out the wash. If a 
farmer or housewife carries on only the minimum of 
the day’s chores, however, this is a day of restricted 
activity. 
A day spent in bed or a day home from work or 
school because of illness or injury is, of course, a 
restricted-activity day. 
Bed-disability &Y.-A bed-disability day, some-
times for brevity referred to as a “bed day,” is a day 
on which a person is kept in bed either all or moat 
of the day because of an illness or an injury. “All or 
most of the day” is defined as more than half of the 
daylight hours. All hospital days are included as bed-
disability days even if the patient was not actually in 
bed at the hospital. 
School-loss day.-A day lost from school is anor-
ma1 school day on which a child did not attend school 
because of a specific illness or injury. The number of 
days lost from school is determined only for children 
6-16 years of age. 
Person-days.- Person-days of restricted activity, 
bed disability, and school loss are days of the various 
forms of disability experienced by any one person. The 
sum of days for all persons in a group represents ;m 
unduplicated count of all days of disability for the group. 
Demographic, Social, and Economic Terms 
Age.---The age recorded for each person is the age 
at last birthday. Age is recorded in single years and 
grouped in a variety of distributions depending on the 
purpose of the table. 
Color.-The population is divided into two color 
groups 9 “white” and “all other.” The “all other” group 
includes Negro, American Indian, Chinese, Japanese, 
and any other race. Mexican persons are included with 
“white” unless definitely known to be of another race 
such as Indian. 
Income of fnmily or of unrelated individuals.-Each 
member of a family is classified according to the 
total income of the family of which he is a member. 
Witbin the household all persons related to each other 
by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. 





The income recorded is the totalof allincomes re­
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated 
individual) in the 12-month period preceding the week 
of interview. Income from all sources is included, e.g., 
wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, and 
help from relatives. 
Usual actiuity.-All persons in the population are 
classified according to their usual activity during the 
12-month period prior to the week of interview. The 
“usual” activity, incase more than one is reported, is 
the one at which the person spent the most time during 
the 12-month period. Children under 6 years of age 
are classified as “preschool.” All persons aged 6-16 
years are classified as “school age.” 
The categories of usual activity used in this report 
for persons aged 17 years andover are usually working, 
usuully keep@ Iwuse, retired, and other activity. For 
several reasons these categories are not comparable 
with somewhat similarly named categories in official 
Federal labor force statistics. First, the responses 
concerning usual activity are accepted without detailed 
questioning since the objective of the question is not 
to estimate the numbers of persons in labor force 
categories but to identify crudely certain population 
groups which may have differing healthproblems. Sec­
ond, the figures represent the usual activity over the 
period of an entire year, whereas official labor force 
statistics relate to a much shorter period, usually one 
week, Third, the minimum age for usually working 
persons is 17 in the Health Interview Survey, and the 
official labor force categories include all persons aged 
14 or older. Finally in the definitions of specific cate­
gories which follow, certain marginal groups are 
classified differently to simplify procedures. 
Usually working includes persons 17 years of age 
or older who are paid employees; self employed 
in their own business, profession, or in farming; 
or unpaid employees in a family business or farm. 
Work around the house or volunteer or unpaid work 
such as for a church is not counted as working. 
Usually keeping kouse includes female persons 17 
years of age or older whose major activity is 
described as “keeping house” and who cannot be 
classified as “working.” 
Retired includes persons 45 years oldor over who 
consider themselves to be retired. Incaseofdoubt, 
a person 45 years of age or older is counted as 
retired if he or she has either voluntarily or in-
voluntarily stopped working, is not looking for work, 
and is not described as “keeping house.” A retired 
person may or may not be able to work, 
Other activity includes males 17 years of age or 
older not classified as “working” or “retired” 
and females 17 years of age or older not classified 
as “working, ” “keeping house,” or “retired . It Per-
sons aged 17 years and over who are going to 
school are included in this group. 
Geogmphic ye&on.-For the purpose of classifying 
the population by geographic area, the States are 
grouped into four regions. These regions, which 
correspond to those used by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census, are as follows: 
Region States Included 
Northeast 	 Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jer­
sey, Pennsylvania 
North Central 	 Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas 
South ------------	 Delaware. Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Ark’ansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Texas 
Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Col­
‘orado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, 
Nevada, Alaska, Washington, Ore­
gon, California, Hawaii 
Place of residence.-The place of residence of a 
member of the civilian, noninstitutional population is 
classified as inside a standard metropolitan statistical 
area (SMSA) or outside an SMSA and either farm or 
nonfarm. 
Standard metropolitan statistical areas.-The 
definitions and titles of SMSA’s are established 
by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget 
with the advice of the Federal Committee on 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There 
are 212 SMSA’s defined for the 1960 Decennial 
Census. 
The definition of an individual SMSA involves 
two considerations: first, a city or cities of 
specified population which consitute the central 
city and identify the county in which it is located 
as the central county; second, economic and 
social relationships with contiguous counties 
(except in New England) which are metropolitan 
in character so that the periphery of the specific 
metropolitan area may be determined. SMSA’s 
are not limited by State boundaries. 
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Farm and nonfarm residence.-The population 
residing outside SMSA’s is subdivided into the 
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA 
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm 
population, which comprises the remaining out-
side SMSA population. The farm population in­
cludes persons living on places of 10 acres or 
more from which sales of farm products 
amounted to $50 or more during the previous 12 
months or on places of less than 10 acres from 
which sales of farm products amounted to $250 
or more during the preceding 12 months. Other 
000 
persons living outside SMSA’s were classifit:d 
as nonfarm if their household paid rent for the 
house but their rent did not include any land us:d 
for farming. 
Sales of farm products refer to the gross re­
ceipts from the sale of field crops, vegetables, 
fruits, nuts, livestock and livestock producrs 
(milk, wool, etc.), poultry and poultry product 3, 
and nursery and forest products produced IIn 
the place and sold at any time during the prc*­












PROBE QUESTIONS FOR PERSON-DAYS OF DISABILITY AND RECORDING FORM 
(This survey is being conducted to collect information on the Nation’s health. I will ask about visits to WASHINGTON USE 
doctors and dentists, lllncrs in the family, and other health related items.) (HANDCALENDAR) BD TLD RAD 
The first fnv questions nfrr to the past two .we+, that is, the 2 weeks outlined in red on that calendar, 
baginning Monday, , end ending this past Sunday, 
(-J Yes (L%b)
5~. During those two weeks, did stay in bad because of any illness or injury? 
b. During that two-week period, how mcmy days did stay in bed all or most of the day? 
c, 	 During those two weeks, how many days did illness 
at in/ury keap from work? (For females): not counting work around the house. 
-SL days&) 
d. During those two weeks, how many days did illness or injury keep from school? d. 
0 None(Sf) 
l . On how many of these days lost from stay in bed all or most of the day? 
f. (NOT COUNTING the day(s) 
----__-_-_----------____________________---------------------------
in bed 
g. 	 (Again, not counting the day(s) lost from work ) 
-dsys (aa) 
lost from school ” 0 None (6) 
How many days did he have to cut down for 0s much as a day? 
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES 
Formerly Public Health Service Publication NO. 1000 
Series 1. 	 Pvoqrams and collection procedures. -Reports which describe the general programs of the National 
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, 
and other material necessary for understanding the data. 
Series 2. 	 Data evaluation and methods research. -Studies of new statistical methodology including: experi­
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical 
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collecteddata, contributions to statistical theory. 
Series 3. Analytical studies. -Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health 
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series. 
Series 4. 	 Documents and committee reports.- Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and 
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised 
birth and death certificates. 
Series 10. 	 Data from the Health Interview Sztrvev.- Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use 
of hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data 
collected in a continuing national household interview survey. 
Series II. 	 Data from the Health Examination Survey. -Data from direct examination, testing, and measure­
ment of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutional population provide the basis for two types 
of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United 
States and the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psycho-
logical characteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without 
reference to an explicit finite universe of persons. 
Series 12. 	 Data from the Institutional Population Surveys .- Statistics relating to the health characteristics of 
persons in institutions, and their medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on national 
samples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients. 
Series 13. 	 Data fkom the Hospital Discharge Survey.- Statistics relating to discharged patients in short-stay 
hospitals, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals. 
Series 14. 	 Data on health resources: manpower and facilities. -Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri­
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians,dentists, nurses, other health 
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities. 
Series 20. 	 Data on mortality.- Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or 
monthly reports-special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables, also 
geographic and time series analyses. 
Series 21. 	 Data on natality, mawiage, and divorce.- Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce 
other than as included in regular annual or monthly reports-special analyses by demographic 
variables, also geographic and time series analyses, studies of fertility. 
Series 22. 	 Data from the National Natality and Mortality Surveys.- Statistics on characteristics of births 
and deaths not available from the vital records, based on sample surveys stemming from these 
records, including such topics as mortality by socioeconomic class, hospital experience in the 
last year of life, medical care during pregnancy, health insurance coverage, etc. 
For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: 	 Office of lnformation 
National Center for Health Statistics 
Public Health Service, HSMHA 
Rockville, Md. 20852 
